sustainable publishing model? Is this rapid communication of science? Obviously not, and for this reason, several years ago, the online publication became the definitive 'article of record' At the moment, the time from arrival to first decision is 30 days; from acceptance to publication online it takes another 30 days. So why wait for several more months to receive the paper edition? I have mentioned before how positive I am about the online edition, I read the journal exclusively on my iPad. And that's evidently the future, rapid reviewing, rapid production, no fossil fuels burnt, no precious trees cut down.
And the next challenge is around the corner already: Open Access (OA) publishing. Together with our (not-for-profit) publisher, Oxford University Press, we are driven to facilitate the widest possible dissemination of high-quality reproductive research. At the moment, according to the hybrid Oxford Open model, all papers in Human Reproduction are freely accessible after 12 months and immediate OA is available for a fee (Gold OA). For the foreseeable future, we expect the subscription model, with provision for Green OA after specified (6 months? 12 months?) periods, to be the way science publishing will go. Nevertheless, the uptake of paid OA has not been great so far. Less than 5% of authors opt for it. So, we need to develop new ways of disseminating science. The introduction of longer, more informative 'Extended Abstracts' has been a first step in this direction. We have worked with the new format for over a year now and they are well received. They offer enough details to judge the originality, quality and importance of a study from its abstract (in PubMed, in Google Scholar). This will help the reader in deciding whether or not to download and read the entire paper.
So, Human Reproduction is not in "the midst of a financial death spiral", we are brimming with energy and eager for the future (which, I can give away now, will be online-only, and open access).
Until then, enjoy our new cover.
